
Journal of Molecular Catalysis A: Chemical 243 (2006) 142–146

Guide for authors

Available online 21 October 2005

Aims and scope

The general objective of theJournal of Molecular Catalysis
A: Chemical is to publish scientific contributions examining the
molecular and atomic aspects of catalytic activation and reaction
mechanisms in:

• Organometallic and biomimetic catalysis
• Ionic catalysis by acids, bases, and metal ions
• Molecular aspects of heterogeneous catalysis
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Since the scopes of the Elsevier journalsJournal of Molecular
Catalysis A: Chemical, Journal of Molecular Catalysis B: Enzy-
matic, Applied Catalysis A: General, Applied Catalysis B: Envi-
ronmental, andCatalysis Communications are complementary,
an appropriate submission to each journal could be borderline,
in which case the advice of another Editor will be sought, pos-
sibly redirecting the submission to eitherJournal of Molecular
Catalysis B: Enzymatic, Applied Catalysis A: General, Applied
Catalysis B: Environmental, or Catalysis Communications (for
letters) with the author(s).
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ypical topics for which manuscripts are invited, are:

New trends in homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysis, in
relation to environment, energy, and fine chemicals (organic
and asymmetric synthesis, oxidation, C H and C C bond
activation and functionalization, polymerisation, energy-
assisted catalysis (photocatalysis, electrocatalysis))
Molecular engineering of porous and non-porous solids
Molecular design of active sites, homogeneous and heteroge-

General
There are two types of contributions:

1) Full-length, or regular papers describing original resea
work not previously published.

2) Reviews of specialized topics within the scope of the Jo
nal (prospective authors should obtain preliminary appr
from an Editor before preparing such an article).

It is essential to give a fax number and e-mail address when

neous
Molecular models and approaches to oxides, metals, zeolites,
and mesoporous materials used as catalysts
Molecular description and approaches to catalysis on clean

ssing
top-
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mitting a manuscript. Articles must be written in good English.

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not
been published previously (except in the form of an abstract or
as part of a published lecture or academic thesis), that it is not
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Experimental and/or theoretical studies of elementary steps
governing homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysis reac-
tions
Relationship between homogeneous and heterogeneous catal-
ysis
New reaction media (ionic liquids, supercritical solvents) for
homogeneous and heterogeneous catalysis when these media
influence the reaction path
Combinatorial methods for homogeneous and heterogeneous
catalysis (molecular design of ligand libraries, new generic
molecular approaches to the functionalization of surfaces)

articularly welcome are manuscripts describing or discu
ovel molecular concepts in line with the above-mentioned

cs when they address issues or challenges related to e
nvironment and sustainable chemistry problems.

381-1169/$ – see front matter
oi:10.1016/j.molcata.2005.09.015
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nder consideration for publication elsewhere, that its pub
ion is approved by all Authors and tacitly or explicitly by t
esponsible authorities where the work was carried out, and
f accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same f
n English or in any other language, without the written con
f the Publisher.

pon acceptance of an article, Authors will be asked
ransfer copyright (for more information on copyright
ttp://authors.elsevier.com). This transfer will ensure the wide
ossible dissemination of information. A letter will be sen

he corresponding Author confirming receipt of the manusc
form facilitating transfer of copyright will be provided.

f excerpts from other copyrighted works are included,
uthor(s) must obtain written permission from the co

ight owners and credit the source(s) in the article. E
ier has preprinted forms for use by Authors in th

http://authors.elsevier.com/
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cases: contact Elsevier’s Rights Department, Oxford, UK:
phone (+44) 1865 843830, fax (+44) 1865 853333, e-
mail permissions@elsevier.com. Requests may also be com-
pleted on-line via the Elsevier homepage (http://www.
elsevier.com/locate/permissions).

Should Authors be requested by the Editor to revise the text, the
revised version should be submitted within 2 months. After this
period, the article will be regarded as a new submission.

Manuscript submission
Submission to this journal proceeds totally on-line. Use
the following guidelines to prepare your article. Via the
“Author Gateway” page of this journal (http://authors.
elsevier.com/journal/molcata) you will be guided stepwise
through the creation and uploading of the various files. The
system automatically converts source files to a single Adobe
Acrobat PDF version of the article, which is used in the peer-
review process. Please note that even though manuscript source
files are converted to PDF at submission for the review process,
these source files are needed for further processing after accep-
tance. All correspondence, including notification of the Editor’s
decision and requests for revision, takes place by e-mail and via
the Author’s homepage, removing the need for a hard-copy paper
trail. On-line submission is required. Authors can upload their
complete article as a single file, including figures, tables, and ref-
e ® ® ®

P

P t an
t rees
M one
o pro-
c .

E

-

E

-

C

-

C

-

N ther
h

E
W Per
f fault

extension of the program used. No changes to the accepted ver-
sion are permissible without the explicit approval of the Editor.

It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the
wordprocessor used. The text should be in single-column for-
mat, one and half or double line spacing (for review purposes).
Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible. Most formatting
codes will be removed and replaced on processing the article.
In particular, do not use the wordprocessor’s options to justify
text or to hyphenate words. However, do use bold face, italics,
subscripts, superscripts etc. When preparing tables, if you are
using a table grid, use only one grid for each individual table and
not a grid for each row. If no grid is used, use tabs, not spaces,
to align columns. The electronic text should be prepared in a
way very similar to that of conventional manuscripts (see also
the Author Gateway’s Quickguide:http://authors.elsevier.com).
See also the section on Preparation of electronic illustrations.
To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the
“spellchecker” and “grammar checker” functions of your word-
processor.

Preparation of text

Presentation of manuscript
Please write your text in good English (American or British
usage is accepted, but not a mixture of these). Italics are not to
be used for expressions of Latin origin, for example, in vivo, et
a ce for
t
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rences as aLaTeX, Microsoft (MS) Word , WordPerfect ,
ostScript or Adobe® Acrobat® PDF document.

lease submit, with the manuscript, a graphical abstrac
he names and contact details of three potential Refe
anuscripts may be submitted to the Editor in Chief or
f the appropriate Editors. During the online submission
ess, authors are requested to indicate the handling editor

ditor-in-Chief

Prof. E.G. Derouane, Faro, Portugal

ditors

Prof. J.-M. Basset, Villeurbanne Cedex, France.

ontributions from Asia and Australia:

Prof. T. Tatsumi, Yokohama, Japan.

ontributions from The Americas:

Prof. F. Zaera, Riverside, CA, USA.

B: The editors can forward manuscripts to any of the o
andling editors if they deem appropriate.

lectronic format requirements for accepted articles
e accept most word processing formats, but Word, Word

ect or LaTeX is preferred. Save your files using the de
d
.

-

l., per se. Use decimal points (not commas); use a spa
housands (10 000 and above).

uthors in Japan please note that, upon request, Elsevier
ill provide authors with a list of people who can che
nd improve the English of their paper (before submission).
lease contact our Tokyo office: Elsevier, 4F Higashi-Az
Chome Bldg, 1-9-15 Higashi-Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo 1
044, Japan; phone: (03)-5561-5032; fax: (03)-5561-504
ail: jp.info@elsevier.com.

f the manuscript is submitted by mail, print the en
anuscript on one side of the paper only, using double sp
nd wide (3 cm) margins. (Avoid full justification, i.e., do n
se a constant right-hand margin.) Ensure that each new
raph is clearly indicated. Present tables and figure captio
eparate pages at the end of the manuscript. If possible, c
recent issue of the journal to become familiar with layout

onventions. Number all pages consecutively.

rovide the following data on the title page (in the order giv

itle: Concise and informative. Titles are often used
nformation-retrieval systems. Avoid abbreviations and for
ae where possible.

uthor names and affiliations: Where the family name may b
mbiguous (e.g., a double name), please indicate this cl
resent the Authors’ affiliation addresses (where the actual
as done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lo
ase superscript letter immediately after the Author’s name
n front of the appropriate address. Provide the full postal ad
f each affiliation, including the country name, and, if availa

he e-mail address of each Author.

mailto:permissions@elsevier.com
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/permissions
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/permissions
http://authors.elsevier.com/journal/molcata
http://authors.elsevier.com/journal/molcata
http://authors.elsevier.com/
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Corresponding author: Clearly indicate who is willing to han-
dle correspondence at all stages of refereeing and publication,
also post-publication.Ensure that telephone and fax numbers
(with country and area code) are provided in addition to the
e-mail address and the complete postal address.

Present/permanent address: If an Author has moved since the
work described in the article was done, or was visiting at the time,
a “Present address” (or “Permanent address”) may be indicated
as a footnote to that Author’s name. The address at which the
Author actually did the work must be retained as the main, affil-
iation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such
footnotes.

Abstract: A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract
should state briefly the purpose of the research, the principal
results and major conclusions. An abstract is often presented
separate from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. Ref-
erences should therefore be avoided, but if essential, they must
be cited in full, without reference to the reference list. Non-
standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if
essential they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract
itself.

Graphical abstract: Please provide, when submitting your arti-
cle, a graphical abstract. This comprises the title, Authors and
affiliations, identical to the article itself, a summary of 50–60
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Results and discussion: Results should be clear and concise. The
discussion should explore the significance of the results of the
work, not repeat them.

Conclusions: A short Conclusions section is to be presented.

Nomenclature: Please supply, as a separate list, the definitions
of field-specific terms used in your article.

Acknowledgements: Place acknowledgements, including infor-
mation on grants received, before the references, in a separate
section, and not as a footnote on the title page.

References. See separate section, below.

Figure captions, tables, figures, schemes: Present these, in this
order, at the end of the article. They are described in more detail
below. High-resolution graphics files must always be provided
separate from the main text file (seePreparation of illustrations).

Text graphics: Present incidental graphics not suitable for men-
tion as figures, plates or schemes at the end of the article and
number them “Graphic 1”, etc. Their precise position in the text
can then be defined similarly (both on the manuscript and in the
file). See further under the section,Preparation of illustrations.
Ensure that high-resolution graphics files are provided, even if
the graphic appears as part of your normal wordprocessed text
file.
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ords, and a pictogram: one figure representative of the
escribed. Maximum final dimensions of the pictogram
cm× 5 cm: bear in mind readability after reduction, espec

f using one of the figures from the article itself. Graph
bstracts will be collated to provide a contents list for ra
canning.

eywords: Immediately after the abstract; provide a m
mum of five keywords; to be chosen from the stand
hesaurus (see the Author Gateway page of this jou
ttp://authors.elsevier.com). These keywords will be used f

ndexing purposes.

bbreviations: Define abbreviations that are not standard in
eld at their first occurrence in the article: in the abstract
lso in the main text after it. Ensure consistency of abbr

ions throughout the article.

rrangement of the article
Subdivision of the article: Divide your article into clearl

efined and numbered sections. Subsections should be
ered 1.1 (then 1.1.1, 1.1.2,. . .), 1.2, etc. (the abstract is n

ncluded in section numbering). Use this numbering also
nternal cross-referencing: do not just refer to “the text.” A
ubsection may be given a brief heading. Each heading s
ppear on its own separate line.

ntroduction: State the objectives of the work and provide
dequate background, avoiding a detailed literature surve
ummary of the results.

xperimental: Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to
eproduced. Methods already published should be indicat
reference: only relevant modifications should be describ
;
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ables: Number tables consecutively in accordance with t
ppearance in the text. Place footnotes to tables below

able body and indicate them with superscript lower
etters. Avoid vertical rules. Be sparing in the use of tables
nsure that the data presented in tables do not duplicate r
escribed elsewhere in the article.

omenclature and units: Follow internationally accepted rul
nd conventions: use the international system of units (S
ther quantities are mentioned, give their equivalent in SI.
re urged to consult the recommendations of the Interna
nion of Pure and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) for furth

nformation.

reparation of supplementary data: Elsevier now accepts ele
ronic supplementary material (e-components) to suppor
nhance your scientific research. Supplementary files offe
uthor additional possibilities to publish supporting appl

ions, movies, animation sequences, high-resolution im
ackground datasets, sound clips and more. Supplementa
upplied will be published online alongside the electronic
ion of your article in Elsevier Web products, including S
nceDirect:http://www.sciencedirect.com. In order to ensur

hat your submitted material is directly usable, please en
hat data is provided in one of our recommended file
ats. Authors should submit the material in electronic for

ogether with the article and supply a concise and des
ive caption for each file. For more detailed instructions pl
isit our artwork instruction pages at the Author Gatewa
ttp://authors.elsevier.com/artwork.

http://authors.elsevier.com/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/
http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork
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Files can be stored on 31
2 inch diskette, ZIP-disk or CD

(either MS-DOS or Macintosh). This journal offers elec-
tronic submission services and supplementary data files can
be uploaded via the Author Gateway page of this journal via
http://authors.elsevier.com.

References
Responsibility for the accuracy of bibliographic citations lies
entirely with the Authors.

Citations in the text: Please ensure that every reference cited in
the text is also present in the reference list (and vice versa). Any
references cited in the abstract must be given in full. Unpublished
results and personal communications are not recommended in
the reference list, but may be mentioned in the text. If these
references are included in the reference list they should follow
the standard reference style of the journal and should include
a substitution of the publication date with either “Unpublished
results” or “Personal communication” Citation of a reference as
“in press” implies that the item has been accepted for publica-
tion.

Citing and listing of Web references. As a minimum, the full
URL should be given. Any further information, if known (Author
names, dates, reference to a source publication, etc.), should also
be given. Web references can be listed separately (e.g., after the
reference list) under a different heading if desired, or can be
i
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General points

• Always supply high-quality printouts of your artwork, in case
conversion of the electronic artwork is problematic.

• Make sure you use uniform lettering and sizing of your orig-
inal artwork.

• Save text in illustrations as “graphics” or enclose the font.
• Only use the following fonts in your illustrations: Arial,

Courier, Helvetica, Times, Symbol.
• Number the illustrations according to their sequence in the

text.
• Use a logical naming convention for your artwork files, and

supply a separate listing of the files and the software used.
• Provide all illustrations as separate files and as hardcopy print-

outs on separate sheets.
• Provide captions to illustrations separately.
• Produce images near to the desired size of the printed version.

Files can be stored on 31
2 inch diskette, ZIP-disk or CD (either

MS-DOS or Macintosh). This journal offers electronic submis-
sion services and graphic files can be uploaded via the Author
Gateway page of this journal viahttp://authors.elsevier.com.

A detailed guide on electronic artwork is available on our web-
site:http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork.

Y
d

F lec-
t ages
t ents
f ions
g

E xt as

T ays

T 00

T or

D ese
”.

P

• read-

• MP,

•
• con-

C
E s on
a hould
c rip-
t m-
ncluded in the reference list.

ext: Indicate references by number(s) in square brackets i
ith the text. The actual Authors can be referred to, but the
rence number(s) must always be given.

xample: “. . . as demonstrated [3,6]. Barnaby and Jones
btained a different result. . .”

ist: Number the references (numbers in square brackets)
ist in the order in which they appear in the text.

xamples:

eference to a journal publication:

1] J. van der Geer, J.A.J. Hanraads, R.A. Lupton, J. Sci. C
un. 163 (2000) 51–59.

eference to a book:

2] W. Strunk Jr., E.B. White, The Elements of Style, third
acmillan, New York, 1979.

eference to a chapter in an edited book:

3] G.R. Mettam, L.B. Adams, in: B.S. Jones, R.Z. Smith (Ed
ntroduction to the Electronic Age, E-Publishing, Inc. New Yo
994, pp. 281–304.

reparation of illustrations

reparation of electronic illustrations
ubmitting your artwork in an electronic format helps us to
uce your work to the best possible standards, ensuring acc
larity and a high level of detail.
e

-

y,

ou are urged to visit this site; some excerpts from the
etailed information are given here.

ormats: Regardless of the application used, when your e
ronic artwork is finalised, please “save as” or convert the im
o one of the following formats (Note the resolution requirem
or line drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combinat
iven below.):

PS: Vector drawings. Embed the font or save the te
“graphics”.

IFF: Colour or greyscale photographs (halftones): alw
use a minimum of 300 dpi.

IFF: Bitmapped line drawings: use a minimum of 10
dpi.

IFF: Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (colour
greyscale): a minimum of 500 dpi is required.

OC, XLS or PPT: If your electronic artwork is created in any of th
Microsoft Office applications please supply “as is

lease do not:

Supply embedded graphics in your wordprocessor (sp
sheet, presentation) document;
Supply files that are optimised for screen use (like GIF, B
PICT, WPG); the resolution is too low;
Supply files that are too low in resolution;
Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the
tent.

aptions
nsure that each illustration has a caption. Supply caption
separate sheet, not attached to the figure. A caption s

omprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a desc
ion of the illustration. Keep text in the illustrations the

http://authors.elsevier.com/
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http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork
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selves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations
used.

Photographs (halftones)
Please supply original photographs for reproduction, printed
on glossy paper, very sharp and with good contrast. Remove
non-essential areas of a photograph. Do not mount photographs
unless they form part of a composite figure. Where necessary,
insert a scale bar in the illustration (not below it), as opposed to
giving a magnification factor in the caption.

Note that photocopies of photographs are not acceptable.

Colour illustrations
Submit colour illustrations as original photographs, high-quality
computer prints or transparencies, close to the size expected
in publication, or as 35 mm slides. Please make sure that art-
work files are in an acceptable format (TIFF, EPS or MS Office
files) and with the correct resolution. Polaroid colour prints are
not suitable. If, together with your accepted article, you submit
usable colour figures then Elsevier will ensure, at no additional
charge, that these figures will appear in colour on the Web (e.g.,
ScienceDirect and other sites) regardless of whether or not these
illustrations are reproduced in colour in the printed version. For
colour reproduction in print, you will receive information regard-
ing the costs from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article.
Please indicate your preference for colour in print or on the Web
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Proofs
When your manuscript is received by the Publisher it is con-
sidered to be in its final form. Proofs are not to be regarded as
“drafts”.

One set of page proofs in PDF format will be sent by e-mail to
the corresponding Author, to be checked for typesetting/editing.
No changes in, or additions to, the accepted (and subsequently
edited) manuscript will be allowed at this stage. Proofreading is
solely the authors responsibility.

A form with queries from the copyeditor may accompany your
proofs. Please answer all queries and make any corrections or
additions required.

Any amendments will be incorporated and the final article will
then be published online as an Article in Press on ScienceDirect
www.sciencedirect.com

Articles in Press will be removed once the paper has been
assigned to an issue and the issue has been compiled.

All questions arising after acceptance of the manuscript, espe-
cially those relating to proofs, should be directed to:Journal
of Molecular Catalysis A: Chemical, Elsevier Ireland Limited,
Elsevier House, Brookvale Place, East Park, Shannon, Co. Clare,
Ireland. E-mail: m.liddy@elsevier.com

Offprints
T ddi-
t .
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C ount
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nly. For further information on the preparation of electro
rtwork, please seehttp://authors.elsevier.com/artwork.

lease note: Because of technical complications which can
y converting colour figures to “grey scale” (for the printed v
ion should you not opt for colour in print) please subm
ddition usable black and white versions of all the colour i

rations.
e

he corresponding author will be sent 25 free offprints. A
ional reprints can be ordered when the paper is accepted

age charges
here are no page charges for this journal.

uthor benefits
ontributors to Elsevier journals are entitled to a 30% disc
n all Elsevier books.
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